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	Photo by Eliza Wiley IR Staff - Stahly Engineering & Associates celebrate the completion of their new office space.


Dave Stahly is not a new name in the engineering community. For more than 35 years Dave has given his heart and soul to Stahly Engineering & Associates, the company he founded. He recently handed over the reins to a group of highly skilled and motivated leaders. 

Since 2002, Byron Stahly, Greg Benjamin, and Jeff Larson have taken over the corporation as officers and business managers in a partnership that proves to be very effective in serving the needs of their engineering clients. As of 2005, Dan Stahly also became part owner. 

Dave continues with the company in the role of Senior Project Manager. He provides quality assurance and quality control for various engineering projects and oversees the marketing and public relations activities for the firm. Dave has always been active in the Helena community. He served two terms as the President of the Montana Chapter of the American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC); he served on the Transportation Coordination Committee and the City/County Planning Board and is an active member of Plymouth Congregational Church. When Dave transitioned ownership of his business he wasn't just selling his interest in a successful engineering firm. He was passing on a legacy of service and commitment to community values. 
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	Photo by Eliza Wiley IR Staff - The parking garage entrance on Getchell Street is just one example of SE&A’s work.


Stahly Engineering & Associates (SE&A) operates two offices in Montana. Byron Stahly manages the Helena office, located at a new address just off Highway 12 East. Greg Benjamin manages the Bozeman office. 

Byron earned a degree in engineering from Montana State University and officially joined the firm in 1988. His push to focus efforts toward engineering services has brought steady growth to the firm. 

Byron has served on the Helena Housing Authority Board since 2000 and currently serves as President of ACEC of Montana. His passion for wrestling has lead him to coach for various Helena teams. 

"I feel truly blessed to have spent my professional career working with my father who has served as a great role model for me my entire life," he said. "Dad's life principals of honesty and integrity are forever ingrained as is the love and support he gave to all his children. He will always be a part of Stahly Engineering and my life." 

In April of 1997 Jeff Larson, friend and fellow engineer of Byron's, joined the firm. The company was restructured to allow for ownership outside the family. Byron and Jeff have been friends since 6th grade and Jeff worked summers for SE&A during his college years at Montana State University. 

"I knew Jeff as a quality person with solid values - and he was always smarter than me," Byron said. 
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	Photo by Eliza Wiley IR Staff - Structural engineering and site civil engineering were involved in the Lewis and Clark Library renovation and construction.


Jeff is proud to work with Dave: 

"It was Dave's ethics and family values that drew me to Stahly Engineering in the first place," he said. "I hope we can carry on the legacy of what he started." 

Greg Benjamin joined SE&A in June of 1998 as a structural engineering specialist. He contributed greatly to the company's structural engineering services including residential and commercial buildings and bridges. 

Managing the Bozeman office, he oversees projects that include structural engineering, grant submittals, site development, and transportation engineering. Currently, the office boasts four engineers, two professional surveyors and crew leader, and an executive assistant. 

Greg is a volunteer for the Eagle Mount ski program and Big Sky Kids ski program. The programs offer therapeutic activities for disabled individuals and cancer patients. 

Greg feels privileged to have been exposed to the Stahly family. 

"Dave has been a mentor for me, other employees and community members," Greg said. 

"I am very thankful for this opportunity. I believe the values, work ethic and quality work environment that exist at Stahly Engineering are the direct result of Dave's influence on the current management. Dave's legacy of quality service will continue to be what defines Stahly Engineering." 

Dan Stahly also works out of the Bozeman office. He recently became a licensed professional surveyor and a principal of the corporation as well. He completed formal survey courses at Montana State University to meet education requirements for the professional land surveyors exam. 

For the past 16 years, Dan has provided surveying and mapping services for the firm. He is an expert in the use of AutoCAD and Autodesk. 

Dan has integrated his love for surveying into youth activities by developing an orienteering course he calls "Staying the Course." The course teaches compass and map reading skills with spiritual applications. 
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	Photo provided by Stahly Engineering & Associates - SE&A has been instrumental in the development and growth of the Skelton Addition.


Dan says that he and his siblings feel their dad is their hero. 

"Dad's influence on us was always by example," he said. "What Stahly Engineering is today is a direct result of Dad's life principals of hard work and integrity. Because I know how valuable and important an influence in my personal and professional life my father has been, it is my dream that when my own children are grown, I will be on their hero list." 
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The Stahly's first Montana experience was during the oil boom of the late 1960's. Dave was working for an Arizona based engineering firm and was hired to design an access road into the Belle Creek area. It didn't take long, until Dave knew the big sky country is where he wanted to be. 

In 1970, Dave took a chance and started in his own firm, SE&A. 

The foundation of SE&A was made solid with the help of the entire Stahly family. Mark, Mike, Byron, Alana and Dan all participated in various jobs as the company grew. His wife, Carol helped manage the office and provided accounting services. Alana (Binde) continues to perform that function for the firm. Her hard work and dedication to the company continues to be an important factor in the success of Stahly Engineering. 

SE&A's new building in Helena was a design/build partnership undertaken by Diamond Construction, Bjerke Architects, and Stahly Engineering. 

"We enjoyed working with Brooke Thomas, project manager; Brett Norling, construction superintendent; and Sue Bjerke, architect," Robie Culver, SE&A marketing assistant said. "Their dedication to the job and cooperative effort provided us the opportunity to make corrections or changes to plans as the building went up." 

The new office is about 8,000 square feet, nearly double the previous one. It allows for more storage, a larger printing room and lots more elbow room for the Helena office employees. They appreciate the new individual offices and room to spread out their work. 

Cheri Floyd, the executive assistant and receptionist says, "We love every square inch of it." 

SE&A employs a total of 30 people, and is successful because of the hard work and dedication of those employees. 

"The bright, enthusiastic employees and owners of the firm tend to all have in common a love of Montana and the outdoor activities that are available here," Culver said. Byron Stahly added "Our firm has a general family friendly philosophy that family comes first and work is secondary to family commitments. The love of Montana and families is evident in the numerous activities that are planned for the entire Stahly crew." 

It is most likely because of this family oriented atmosphere that there has been an extremely low turnover of employees. 

SE&A provides a large array of engineering and environmental services to public and private clients. These include: transportation, water and wastewater, land development and structural engineering. It also provides land and topographical surveying, mapping, and construction staking and layout. 

SE&A was built on the foundation of hard work and integrity and with the new owners and current staff, the company is sure to grow with Montana for decades to come. 

Photo by Eliza Wiley IR Staff - Pictured are, from left, Jeff Larson, P.E.; Byron Stahly, P.E.; Dave Stahly, P.E.; Dan Stahly, P.L.S.; Greg Benjamin, P.E.








